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Corporate & Democratic Services H
www.hastings.gov.uk/meetings

astings

Borough Council




This page is intentionally left blank



Agenda ItepabBc Document Pack

STANDARDS COMMITTEE

22 SEPTEMBER 2021

Present: Councillors Evans (Chair), Carr (Vice-Chair), Edwards and Roberts.
Independent Persons John Baker and Amanda Mcintyre. Mary Kilner, Monitoring
Officer and Kirsty Cameron, Deputy Monitoring Officer.

36. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies received from Councillor Pragnell.

37. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.

38. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 12TH NOVEMBER 2020

RESOLVED - that the minutes of the meeting held on 12 November 2020 be
approved as a true record.

39. ANNUAL REPORT

The Deputy Monitoring Officer presented an annual report to advise Councillors of the
activities of the Standards Committee over the last two years.

The Annual Standards Committee meeting was originally scheduled for 4th June 2020
and then 27th May 2021 but had to be rescheduled due to the Covid-19 Pandemic.
The last Annual Standards Committee meeting was held on 16th May 2019 and
therefore the Committee were updated on activity for the period from May 2019 to the
present date.

Six complaints were received by the Monitoring Officer during this period which were
determined by the Standards Assessment Sub-Committee.

In addition, a few emails were received by the Monitoring Officer which when asked to
complete a Standards Complaints Form in order to proceed with the complaints the
complainants did not wish to proceed or did not respond and the complaint was
therefore withdrawn.

The Sub-Committee met on four occasions during this period to determine the
complaints. Councillors were given a summary of each complaint. One of the
complaints was withdrawn by the complainant. On each of the other complaints the
Sub-Committee found no breach of the Code of Conduct but did make
recommendations for further training for all councillors on the declaration of interests,
the Equality Act and social media use.

During this period the Council’s Constitution was amended to allow members of the
Standards Committee to appoint substitutes where they have a conflict of interest in
any matter to be considered by the Standards Committee. This amendment was made
as a result of a conflict of interest on one of the complaints. Any Councillors acting as
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STANDARDS COMMITTEE
22 SEPTEMBER 2021

a substitute on an Assessment Sub-Committee must have undertaken relevant
training. Members of the current Standards Committee received training from the
Monitoring Officer and Deputy Monitoring Officer prior to the Annual
meeting.
RESOLVED:
The Committee notes the contents of the report.
Reasons:
1. To keep the Standards Committee advised of past complaints.
2. To inform the Standards Committee of procedures that worked well.
3. To contribute to continuous improvement of the way the Council deal with

complaints about elected members.

(The Chair declared the meeting closed at 6.12pm)
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